Breathing space

No more headaches, fatigue and
general oftice bitchiness. Inventor
Wolfgang Amelung cures the
sick bLl]IL‘llI]L, By Veronica Cusack
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dim ceiling, The air is wiarm, bst-
ing of green and damp and the faintest
hint of amimoni.

Amelung s sturdy frame has, for two
howrs, perched uncertainly on n small
iron garden chair. His quiet monotone
never once signuls his emotions; only
sieft, tired eyes retect the mood swings
from enthusiasm 10 g Tl Lo WY e
o wwwe. “Lost |'.|]__'||| | wis h..ﬁq.'l'.:rlg
."-l.-.-.':-_'. o 5 and there was an ||r|;:1||i-'.'
_~;__-\-:||_'|_='-.|1|F: m ol I|1.||'|l.::_ II|1||L.|||;:: i'-.:ir|_|'.
| v onlw I krown there 15 nooother way
tor travel in spoee, The things T am doing
are the [Mrst step in that direction. |
alvays I||-'-|.:-"'|I I was different, me |'.|'IL
{ronm anoahes P lanet, Bur my ideas have
al last arvived.”

AT THE MEw CLUB Moxaco headguar-
fers on King Street West, Amelung’s
ideas are made monifesi In the cenlral
atrium, hundreds wpon hundreds of
planis—mosses, ferns, orchids, waler
lilies—in & million shades of preen, nse
from n [eeming aguarium of grimp
peross thirty-hve feel of lava mock, up

toward the distant skylight Fish
;|_|1'|1|||:'-|;|'-._ impnlliaks @il insects live
within the comples @cosysiem Mutural

sunlight reels across the surface of the
wter and Lhimns ihe blogaoms. Al night,
friee hark their crics into Club
Sonsca’s stark white walls,

This senswal machine is a complex fil-
ter, @ begufiful, scientifically proven
method of dealing with poor air quality.,
The detritus of modem husiness—
formaldehyde, toluene. trichloroethyl-
enc—is imprisoned withm our gramly
sealed bulldings and blawmed for reduced
conceniration, fatigee, headaches, sos
complivings and generil ofhoe biichiness,
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The problem is raditionally dealt with
through increased ventilation—which
resulis in increascd energy costs. The
pechnology invenied by Amelung, re-
ports University of Guelph horticuliural
science professor Mike Dixon, “can
achieve the same guality of indoor
pimosphere a5 the most sophisticated
pir-hundling sysiem.”

Mxon knows of whill he speaks. He
hewded up & recently completed thres-
year study of Amelung's creation
Enowm as the Breathig Wall, Flis nest
'-.I_Ih_:-q,'l.,'l, 15 hosed moa boardrooom on thie
g1|,|:_||':|,| flowar o Samcoe Sireal's Canada
Life building. “There
III|.II'.II'|iI.|i-C|II [k h:ll\.'L '.I|| ||I|.' l\.lli.‘lilllh III-IIII."'
by Amelung's company,” he "W
conducted tests o guantify the efficacy
af the wall in enhancing indoor air gual-
ity.” It performed splendidly,

Amelung's patented system has fins
drawing air through the wuter that con-
tinually flows over the moss-covered
lava rock. Pollutants enter the water
The complex ecosysiem, from the
micrethiolopical to the higher plant life,
then begins the process of degrading the
garbuge. Shallow bogs amd deep-water
ZEaniEs, CmIpy il plimll,':d land, ensure
Lhikl '\.|:-.'|.'|I|-.' '|'||iIII|'\-| aind cresitiiies exist
within --||n'|l'|:_' mabatats, [Different
Erolps ol -:'-l_u:nli'-.ulh eal differnent com
s,

“Mg it becomes more experenced, il
hecomes more cfficient.” pronounces
Alan Darlington, PhD, expert in pollu-
tants and in the interaction between
planis und the atmosphere. Shave a lintle
from his thirty-nine years. ond i hes
crisp white shirt, mellowed denim ond
bBlond Yandvke, Darlingion, who con-
ducts the doy-to-day experiments ol
Canada Life, could be o well-eduwcated
Monegmsgue. “"Chnllenge the svstem [or
a wieek with toluese, he SaNs, “ared thi
remioval rite is better ol the end of that
time than at the |l|.':_':|||:|i|'.!_: Aje brings
weadoa, [T i r-.::1LIi|!._|.'_ LD 102 EnviFnnment.
That is the beaury of diversity.’
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Al Chils Monaco's head
office: Amelung [iront]
created a lush eoa-
sysim —ihe comphex,
et Braathing
Wall—1hal risss Tram an
agpuarium be cover Hhirky-
five feet of Ewa rock.
Says Club president Jos
Mimran [Bachkj: <A1 of
aiir ddeds aiil Ve desige
fit together perfectly™




