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Return A T0 Eden

Wolfzang Amels

brovide the home and office with a breatl

Text and photos by Michael Spillane
I nefosr alz pollution has become o -

jor problem in o eneegy-efhicient

and rightly insulated homes and of-
flces. The sounce of the problem — collec-
tively known oz sick-building syodrome —
g5 cdven ditficule eo derecr, bug ies effecs
have plagued people with an areay ol
symptome and health problenss ranging
from fatigue, hendaclies, nausea, and con-
pextion oo serbous illnes (not o mention
Low prodoceiviry levels ardd absenteeizm
from work Because of illnes). Toxic gases
released into the air in closed spaces —
from synthetic Butlding marenials, carpet-
ing, paints, solvents, ndhesives, cleaning
products, chlatine, eic., combimed with
mobkd sponss — have resulted in a setious
threat 1o the healeh and well-bel T ol
people at home and in the wul:krl|:.u.'|:.

Althunzph the temm sscke-building syn-

ilooee has beoome an undssimble carch-
phrase of the 1990, one soluticn to the
problem could launch us into the next
millenmium with o new concept i how
Wi Perceive INCTor space. As oppoted
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oo the negative consequence of slowly
suffocating in heavily ]J-'.‘-Hu!e;],uﬂ',.'gm-
depleted, closed enwironments, the answesr
rov this ||'|-,'-Jﬂ|'q-d:r1l,' ililemma is quile Ex=
hilarting and healthy o mind, body, and
spimit,

Imagine all homes, offices, and other
intenior gpaces equippad with cusrom:
designed mind-rainfores ccosystems that
act as environmental viecuunm cleaners,
sucking all the wxic marerials sur of the
air and !l.|1-|.'|1|1g them through plang and
water, Umbilical waver lines connect the
main ecosyrtem Lof biomed to smaller sys-
vemms 0f hydroponic planters locored in
ocher pams of the room or building. Clean,
living water {s channeled theoughout the
home or office, and the system prodhuces
fresh air ond & readily available sipply of
herhs, salad crops, and ether weeful plants
growmn in the hydroponie unics, By brimg-
ing the natural workd inoo the heare of our
inperior living speces, the most stitled
posom cam be cransformied ingo a veritable
sanctuony,

mg’s tropical biomes

10f fresh air.

Founder of Genetron Systems, Wolf
gung Armelung has msde this futurisse
drenm a reality. His porented designs and
envinonmendal i|:'|.1l.'|'||..|I!||.|1'|5 ane ;E'.mngin"'
the fice of some of Tomomio's corporate
interion into functieoal mmd breathmk-
ingly besmtiful living works of an, Ame-
lenig's wision, imgenuany, indd decennina-
tiom s culminated in the creation of
trepbeal Biomes dhas sustain s high-order
coosystem with elean, pachopen- and al-
ae-fres wates, Mot only has this technol-
agy produced an immediate solution o
the problems of sick-bullding smdrome,
bae it bas also extoblished a Bluepring for
u=ng 1:-.‘_|:||_-.:gg|:v|:;||. ETUEINCCrS 45 & Wik o
inject new life and a healthy balance im1a
hoene and office speaces.

“The whole system is o fileer,” says
Amelung. “The water poing up and down
the sysrem wall and passing wder dhe
planrs is constumily betng filtered, and the
plants then evolve 1o the conditions 1o
become more efficient. Effectively, you
have this biological unit that scts like a




barmacle, inventing new ways ro ok and
pall the garhage in the ale mowands imself.
I's cleaming car the soxie chemieals tha
we creare and then directing the poisons
into an=e thar can become ueeful 55 the
l-'l.'|'||l'_i.' LT [ |

Cenetmon's promise & i creaie indons
whot natese doss Best sundaom — prictify-
g i e LT thae ||'t'11'||: ENVIiEiii-
mene” -"'l-ml'llll'lf.ll QLICAET T achieve this
ponl started ae Saghe three oith an Intesess
i 1'-il"-'|"i=": _'."|-III|' il fish, I ]'n.;-:ll .'q'||-.-'-|',
ke was picknomed 'I'h_lny_‘-s'-l et hecnne
hie was always adking questions and seanch-
i for answers, Aler pcading a Bonk in
grade 11 ided The Phenomenan of Men by
Fierre Dhesjurding, his inweeest and ideas
about bicdopy and spirinulicy began o
rake shaps

Bom in Clermany, Amehmg has lived
mose of his life in Canada, He obtained o
Bachelor of Science depree in Biology ar
Tork Liniversity in Toronro but found sci-
enice to B o livele barren and cxploiiative
He gravitated more 1owards the philoso-

Cienctran’s Breathung Wall at Club Monaco in Toronto — A 40 % 40 ft
installation that houses 2000 species ol plands, fish, and animals,
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